

Story and photos
by PA1 Rick Woods

Navy Diver School is tough. In
13 weeks instructors there teach
students how to survive under-
water.      The    standards    for

qualification are never lowered.
Divers' lives depend on those
standards, and the instructors ac-
cept no compromises.

The first day there were 25
members starting the spring class
at the Second Class Diving and
Salvage School, Naval Amphi-
bious Base, Little Creek Va.
Weeks of daily, extensive

physical exercise alternating with
intense classroom training
followed.

Four weeks later 18 trainees
strapped on tanks, masks and
fins, and waited in pairs in the
shallow end of the pool. Two by
two they kicked off starting the
hardest week yet, putting into
practice the theory and techni-

Instmctors slip down from above and turn off their air, knock off their face masks and create other 'problems/
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